
229 
 

 

Track of My Tears 
 
(Smokey Robinson and the Miracles)  
 
{Intro} 
 
People say I'm the life of the 
party 
Because I tell a joke or two 
Although I might be laughing 
loud and hearty 
Deep inside I'm blue 
So take a good look at my face 
You'll see my smile looks out of 
place 
If you look closer, it's easy to 
trace 
The tracks of my tears 
 
I need you, need you 
Since you left me if you see me 
with another girl 
Seeming like I'm having fun 
Although she may be cute 
 
She's just a substitute 
Because you're the permanent 
one 
So take a good look at my face 
You'll see my smile looks out of 
place 
If you look closer, it's easy to 
trace 

The tracks of my tears 
 
I need you, need you, need you 
 
Outside I'm masquerading 
Inside my hope is fading 
Just a clown oh yeah 
Since you put me down 
My smile is my make up 
I wear since my break up with 
you 
 
(Baby) So take a good look at my 
face 
You'll see my smile looks out of 
place 
If you look closer, it's easy to 
trace 
The tracks of my tears 
 
So take a good look at my face 
You'll see my smile looks out of 
place 
If you look closer, it's easy to 
trace 
The tracks of my tears 
 
{outro}  
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"The Tracks of My Tears" is a song written by Smokey Robinson, Pete Moore, and Marv 
Tarplin. It is a multiple award-winning 1965 hit R&B song originally recorded by their group, 
The Miracles, on Motown's Tamla label. In 1967, Johnny Rivers covered the song and his 
version was a number 10 hit on the Billboard Hot 100. Linda Ronstadt recorded a hit cover of 
her own in 1975 that reached number 25 on the Hot 100 chart. Numerous other artists have 
recorded the song over the years. 
 
"The Tracks of My Tears" was written by Miracles members Smokey Robinson (lead vocalist), 
Pete Moore (bass vocalist), and Marv Tarplin (guitarist). 
 
In the five-LP publication The Motown Story, by Motown Records, Robinson explained the 
origin of this song in these words: "'Tracks of My Tears' was actually started by Marv Tarplin, 
who is a young cat who plays guitar for our act. So he had this musical thing [sings melody], you 
know, and we worked around with it, and worked around, and it became 'Tracks of My Tears'." 
Tarplin's guitar licks at the song's intro are among the most famous in pop music history. 
 
"The Tracks of My Tears" was a number 2 hit on the Billboard R&B chart, and it reached 
number 16 on the Billboard Hot 100. Belatedly released in the UK in 1969, it became a Top Ten 
hit that summer, reaching number 9 (the UK release was credited to "Smokey Robinson and the 
Miracles"). This song is considered to be among the finest recordings of The Miracles, and it 
sold over one million records within two years, making it The Miracles' fourth million-selling 
record. 
 
The Miracles' recording of "The Tracks of My Tears" ranked at #50 on Rolling Stone's The 500 
Greatest Songs of All Time in 2004; the track was also a 2007 inductee into the Grammy Hall of 
Fame. On May 14, 2008, the track was preserved by the United States Library of Congress as an 
"culturally, historically, and aesthetically significance" to the National Recording Registry. The 
song "The Tracks of My Tears" was also awarded "The Award Of Merit" from The American 
Society of Composers, Authors,and Publishers (ASCAP) for Miracles members/composers Pete 
Moore, Marv Tarplin, and Smokey Robinson. 
 
Ranked by the RIAA and the National Endowment for the Arts at number 127 in its list of the 
Songs of the Century - the 365 Greatest Songs of the 20th Century - "The Tracks of My Tears" 
was also chosen as one of The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame's 500 Songs that Shaped Rock and 
Roll. Additionally the song ranked at number 5 of the "Top 10 Best Songs of All Time" by a 
panel of 20 top industry songwriters and producers including Hal David, Paul McCartney, Brian 
Wilson, Jerry Leiber, and others as reported to Britain's Mojo music magazine. 
  


